ASHMOUNT PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER .. -

email: info@ashmount.islington.sch.uk
main phone: 0207 272 7145
Follow us on X: @ashmountprimary

Friday 4th September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

It's been great to have the children back this week and
wonderful to hear about what they’ve been up to over the
summer break!

The atmosphere across the school has been fantastic with

children immediately nack into school learning routines and
the learning offer being purposeful from colleagues across

the school from day 1.

In today’s newsletter | have issued an array of dates for this
half term and will complete this for the whole school year by
the end of next week. The first key dates begin next week
with our year group Parent Presentations which are a great
opportunity to meet your class teacher and have a better
understanding of how you can help your child to succeed
with their learning.

We will try to ensure that these dates don't change unless
there are circumstances outside of our control. | will also
next week issue all the calendar dates fro Ashmount
Together our Parent/Teacher association as your help with
fundraising to support the school will be essential this year..

Finally a reminder that we can only issue leave during term
time for exceptional reasons, so please do not be offended
if any requests are declined. As with our staff team we
expect children to be here each and every day.

Finally, alongside this week’s newsletter we will also issue

each year groups Home Learning documents for this half
term.

Anthony Carmel, Headteacher

Riddle of the week: What gets wetter the more it dries?

Find the answer at the end of the newsletter!

Want to submit a riddle? Email it to me at head@ashmount.islington.sch.uk with the subject ‘riddle’ and it might be

featured!

ASHMOUNT’S PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Creative learning is our commitment to the community and this week we’ve seen that in abundance in
Hawa’s Nursery class class. We’re confident if children start and continue in this way they will become
confident and rounded learners !
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INITIAL DATES AND REMINDERS for 2026-2027

DAY AND START AND EVENT EVENT NAME CLASS AND LOCATION
DATE FINISH TIME CATEGORY YEAR GROUP AND NOTES
Monday 8a.m. - Residential Year 6 School Journey Year 6 Aberdovey
14/09/26 - Friday 6 p.m.
18/09/26
Monday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent Year 1 Parent Year 1 1 Blue classroom
14/09.26 a.m. information Presentation
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent Year 2 Parent Year 2 2 Blue Classroom
15/09/26 a.m. information Presentation
Wednesday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent Year 3 Parent Year 3 3 Blue Classroom
16/09/26 a.m. information Presentation
Thursday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent Year 4 Parent Year 4 4 Blue Classroom
17/09/26 a.m. information Presentation
Friday 9a.m.-10a.m | Year6 Year 6 and Year 5 parents | Year 6 and Year 5 Main hall
18/09/2026 Secondary
Transition
information
session
Monday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent “Year 5 Parent Year 5 5 Blue Classroom
21/09/26 a.m. information Presentation
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent Year 6 Parent Year 6 6 Blue Classroom
22/09/26 a.m. information Presentation
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Class Year 4 Blue Class Year 4 Blue Main hall
22/09/26 a.m. assembly assembly
Wednesday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent Nursery Parent Nursery Music Room
23/09/26 a.m. information Presentation
Thursday 9a.m.-9.30 Parent Reception Parent Reception Music Room
24/09/26 a.m. information Presentation
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Class Year 4 Blue Class Year 4 Blue Main hall
22/09/26 a.m. assembly assembly
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Class Year 6 Blue and green Year 6 Blue and 6 Main hall
29/09/26 a.m. assembly Class assembly Green
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Class Year 3 Blue Year 3 Blue Main hall
06/10/26 a.m. assembly
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Class Year 2 Green Year 2 Green Main hall
13/10/26 a.m. assembly
Tuesday 9a.m.-9.30 Class Year 1 Blue Year 1 Blue Main hall
20/10/26 a.m. assembly
Monday 28th Afternoons Year 5 daily Year 5 Swimming Year 5 Archway
September - swimming
Friday 9th
October
Thursday 9:05 a.m.- Community Bring An Adult To School Whole school Main hall and
08/10/2026 10:30 a.m. Event Day classrooms
Friday End of half term End of half End of autumn half term Whole school School finishes at 3:15
23/10/2026 3:15 p.m. term p.m.
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Monday 8:45 a.m. Start of Start of autumn 2 Whole school Classrooms

02/11/2026 Autumn 2 half
term

Tuesday 2:15 p.m. - Parent Individual Parent Whole school Classsrooms

03/11/2026 5:15p.m. Conferences Confernces
and
Wednesday 3:20p.m.-7
04/11/2026 p.m.
Friday 1:30 p.m. Last day of End of term school Whole school End of term finishes at
18/12/26 autumn term finishes at 1:30 p.m. 1:30 p.m.
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NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

e [f any of you have changde your contact details over the summer - address, phone
number or email address then please let us know.

e As of September 4th only significant absences will be authorised. Any family taking
leave will be fined via the local authority. All children are expected in school for 195

school days.

e Please ensure that all uniform items and coats are marked with your child’s initials
and class as it helps ensure any lost items are quickly back with your child.

Thank you!
Katie and Millie
info@ashmount.islington.sch.uk
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ANNABEL'’S INCLUSION CORNER

Autumn Incredible Years Groups

CAMHS are recruiting for the next round of Incredible Years groups that will start in the Autumn.
They will run parenting groups: Toddler (1-3years), Early Childhood (3-6 years) and school (6-10).

Please find more information in the attached leaflet.

Toddler 1 - 3 years Early Childhood 3 — 6 years School Age 6-10 years

Tuesday Friday Thursday

22nd September— 19th January 25th September -26th January 24th September- 28th

New River Green Children Ambler Children’s Centre January

Centre Newington Green

Jill Cheever (CAMHS Clinician) Maria-Clara Vejarano-Brill Primary school

jillian.cheever@nhs.net (CAMHS Clinician) Anne-Marie Reid (CAMHS

Fatema Khanom m.vejerano-brill@nhs.net Clinician)

(Family Engagement Worker) Melissa Jacques (Family anne-marie.reid3@nhs.ne

Fatema.Khanom@islington.gov.uk [ Engagement Worker) Nilgun Mehmet- Ali

Melissa.Jacques@islington.gov.uk (Family Support

Practitioner)
Nilgun.Mehmet-
Ali@islington.gov.uk

What are the aims of the group?
o To improve parenting skills and knowledge
o To support positive parent child relationships, communication and bonding through
quality time, child-directed play/activities, praise and rewards
o To improve parents understanding of child development
« To improve parents’ ability to understand challenging behaviour and set appropriate limits.
« To meet other parents, share skills and ideas and develop friendships

If you are nterested in joining, and can commit to attending the 14 weeks programme please let me know;

Annabel.lemoine@ashmount.islington.sch.uk. Alternatively, parents are welcome to contact the group leaders directly.

Please speak to me (Annabel) on the gate if you would like to meet me to discuss your child or email me:

annabel.lemoine@ashmount.islington.sch.uk

Deputy Head and Inclusion Lead,

Annabel Le moine

LINING UP WINNERS

Every week | choose one class from KS1 and one class from KS2 that have impressed school staff L
with their lining up skills and responsible transitions around the school. 6

Each class is presented with a trophy in celebration assembly on a Friday morning to recognise
their achievement.

This week’s winners were: This will be decided at the end of our first full week
Due to our truncated week there are no lining up winners this week.
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ATTENDANCE

Annual attendance: Thur
03/09/2025 - Fri 04/09/2026

At Ashmount we are aiming for at least 97% attendance in each class every week as we believe that:

‘Every minute matters, every second counts’

Class Percentage
Nursery 92.3
Reception Blue 80.6
Reception Green 60.0
1 Blue 85.7
1 Green 78.6
2 Blue 81.0
2 Green 90.5
3 Blue 84.3
3 Green 84.3
4 Blue 95.7
4 Green 83.9
5 Blue 83.7
5 Green 86.2
6 Blue 86.2
6 Green 98.1

Our best attending classes this week were:
Nursery, 2 Green , 4 Blue and 6 Green
Well done children and parents! These classes will have an ice cream on their return to school in September
Would you like support with improving your child’s attendance and punctuality?

Please email Millie or Katie at info@ashmount.islington.sch.uk and ask to be put in touch with lona, our Home
Support Lead.

lona’s role is to support families with attendance, punctuality, and any issues that may affect attendance for
instance housing, financial issues, personal matters or and wellbeing concerns.
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IN SCHOOL LEARNING

Whole School Learning

A focus this week on settling in as we welcome back our children after the summer break

Thursday 03/09/2026 - and new admissions to Nursery and Reception classes.
Friday 04/09/2026
Nursery English: We will continue reading the story ‘Lulu’s First Day’ and settling into Nursery.

(Early Years Foundation
Stage - EYFS)

Maths: We will be exploring five through nursery rhymes.
Topic: Ourselves
Class reading: TBC

Reception English: We will be reading stories about transitioning and settling into school.

(Early Years Maths: We will be exploring and learning nursery rhymes as we settle into school.
Foundation Stage - Topic: Ourselves

EYFS) Home learning: Daily reading and phonics. Books returned on Friday.

Year 1 English: We will continue to immerse ourselves in our new text called ‘Lost and Found’ by

(Key Stage 1 - KS1)

Oliver Jeffers.

Maths: We will be counting forwards and backwards from 0 to 10. We will also order numbers to
10.

Topic: Toys

Home Learning: Daily reading, phonics from Oxford Owl and Spelling learning checks on
Thursdays

Year 2
(Key Stage 1 - KS1)

English: We will be exploring our new class text ‘The Story of Pirate Penelope’.

Maths: We are learning to count to 100.

Topic: Wonder women

Home learning: Daily reading, phonics from Oxford Owl and Spelling learning checks on
Thursdays.

Year 3
(Key Stage 2 - KS2)

Year 3

English: We will be exploring the class text ‘Elf Road’ and writing sentences inspired by
the text.

Maths: We will be building our understanding of place value.

Topic: Roman rule

Guided Reading Book: The Three Little Wolves

Home Learning: Times Tables Rock Stars, Spelling learning and checks on Thursdays

Year 4
(Key Stage 2 - KS2)

English: We will be story mapping ‘The Canal’, learning the story orally and creating sentences.
Maths: We will be exploring place value and counting up in thousands, hundreds, tens and ones.

Topic: Ancient Egyptians
Guided Reading Book: Jemmy Button
Home Learning: Daily reading, Time Tables Rock Stars, Spelling checks will be on Thursdays.

Year 5
(Key Stage 2 - KS2)

English: We will be exploring our new text ‘Coral Ocean’ and building our writing toolkit.
Maths: We will be comparing numbers up to one million.

Topic: Migration

Guided Reading Book: The Boy at the back of the class

Homework/Spelling Check Day: Homework will be marked in class on Fridays and new
homework issued ready for the weekend. Spelling learning and checks will be on Thursdays.

Year 6
(Key Stage 2 - KS2)

Year 6

English: We will be story mapping ‘Zelda Claw and the Rain Cat’, learning the story orally and
creating sentences.

Maths: We will be learning to compare and order numbers up to ten million.

Topic: Ancient Greece

Guided Reading Book: Varjak Paw

Homework Day: TTRS and CGP learning
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AT HOME LEARNING - EYFS AND KS1

TeachOLaugh g car®

Busy Things is an award-winning collection of online
educational games and activities directly linked to the
school curriculum across various subjects including English,
maths, science, geography, music, coding and more.

h //www. hings.co.uk

Busy Things is available to children in Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2.

Children can play Busy Things at home to support their
learning in a fun and accessible way. If your child cannot
remember their log in details, please contact your child’s
class teacher or Katie or Millie in the school office.

Read\Write!Inc:

Phonics

Read Write Inc. is an award-winning phonics program
developed by Dame Ruth Miskin, designed to teach all
children to read fluently and spell effortlessly. It aims to
create a solid foundation in literacy to support all learning
at home and in life.

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/

Read Write Inc. starts in the first term of Reception and
continues until a child progresses to our English program.

When children are ready they will bring home ‘book bag
books’ to enjoy with parents and carers and reinforce their
learning. Children should be reading at home independently
or with an adult for a minimum of 15 minutes every day.
Books will be changed in class according to a child’s need.
We also expect Reading Record books to be returned to class
twice each week. Please remember to return all books sent
home.

RESOURCES (EYFS, KS1 AND KS2)

All Subjects: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

Maths (hit the button game): https://www.topmarks.co.uk

Book recommendations designed to reinforce the idea that
children should see themselves reflected in the books they
read:

AT HOME LEARNING - KS2

Times Tables Rockstars (TTRS) is an award-winning maths
program proven to improve children’s fluency and recall in
multiplication and division through fun games, motivating
rewards and friendly competition.

https://ttrockstars.com

TTRS is available to children in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6.

We encourage children to play TTRS at home on the website
or the app. If your child cannot remember their log in
details, please speak to your child’s class teacher or Katie or
Millie in the school office.

Every week the three children with the most improved speed
answering questions correctly will receive a certificate in
celebration assembly on a Friday morning and have their
name displayed on a noticeboard outside the school library.

Congratulations to this week’s winners!

Year 3 Leonardo, Oliver and Confidence
Year 4: Mikiah, Carlos and Georgia
Year 5: Cem, Amira and Ebrahim

Year 6: Amira!

READING ROAD MAP

The Reading Road Map initiative is aimed
at ‘broadening children’s reading

horizons’ in the books they bring home
to read for pleasure, by including titles
that span across genres and authors.

Reading Road Map is available to children in Year 3, 4, 5
and 6.

Children should be reading at home independently or with
an adult for a minimum of 15 minutes every day.
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SCHOOL COMMUNITY - GET INVOLVED!

SLSLUSLISL SIS S
Pop-Up Book Hut!
Take a Book, Leave a Book

In January 2026, Beyza (Class ? and Reading Lead)
introduced a free-for-all, community-led mini library in
the waiting area of the main school entrance.

Our bright green hut is full of exciting books for readers
of all ages to take home, read, share, swap and enjoy!

How it works:

- help yourself to any books you might enjoy reading.

You are free to take books from the pop-up book hut

home and you do not have to bring them back. Swap

any favourite books you have when you are finished
with them with something new to read.

- please donate any books from home that you no
longer want to help keep our shelves full of stories. Just
leave any donations in the book hut for someone else
to enjoy.

“Next time you’re in school, stop by the Pop-Up
Book Hut and see what treasures you can find!” -
Beyza

SRTRTRTR IR

Join the Ashmount Together (PTA)
Fantasy Football League!

If you or your kids love football please join our
Ashmount Together Fantasy Football League. There
will be prizes for the winners of the league and the cup.
We will also recognise the football managers of the
month, so get picking your team!

It doesn’t matter if you have never played it before or if
you are a seasoned pro. You can even join late and still
be in with a chance of winning.

How to join:
- contact the PTA through your class rep or by emailing

hello@ashmount-together.co.uk to get the code to join
the league

- donate a minimum of £5 per team you will enter via
the Ashmount Together Just Giving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/charity/ashmountschoolpta

- Join the league via:
https://fantasy.premierleague.com/

Volunteer with the Chicken Club!
Chicken Club is a group of amazing volunteers who
help care for the school chickens over the weekends.

Any families with a child currently attending Ashmount
can get involved.

Looking after our school chickens is like having a mini
farm adventure. Children get to feed them, let them out
to explore, collect fresh eggs and help keep the chicken
hutch clean, all while learning how to care for animals..

The chickens need care every weekend, with weekends
divided up between our group of volunteers. You can
help out as often or as little as you would like!

How to get involved:

If you would like to join or have any questions,
please contact Amy (a school parent) via your class
rep, or email hello@ashmount-together.co.uk and
ask for Amy’s contact details and the link to the
Chicken Club Whatsapp group.

& 00 &2 dpd &2 dpd &2 dpd & dpd & pd & dpd & Ipd &
Join the Ashmount Parent’s Band
AB CD!

The parents band is made up of Ashmount parents who
perform once a year for an amazing night of music and
fundraising for the school at our annual AB  CD
Parents Band Night!

Any parents can get involved whether you have musical
or performance experience or not. We welcome all
instruments and singers, there’s a place for everyone.

Come along to a rehearsal (usually in the evening in the
school or at a local venue or studio) to meet the band,
have some fun and get involved.

How to join the band:

If you would like to join or have any questions,
please contact Rhiannon via your class rep, or
email h k and ask for
Rhiannon’s contact details and the link to the
AB CD Parents Band Whatsapp group.
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TOGETHER

Ashmount Together is formed by a group of volunteers made up of parents, staff and friends of the
school.
Our purpose is to bring the Ashmount School community together whilst raising vital funds for the school to help
enrich our children’s education, improve their school experience and enhance the school building for their benefit
and enjoyment.

We are always on the look out for support and volunteers!

Please attend our events, buy raffle tickets, grab a treat from a tuck shop, enjoy a bargain at our school uniform
and 2nd hand book sales, come for a coffee and biscuit at one of our coffee mornings, donate items for our raffles
and tombolas, dance at our discos, sponsor our fun runners or set up a monthly donation through our Just Giving

page.
DAY AND START AND EVENT NAME WHO LOCATION AND AMOUNT
DATE FINISH TIME NOTES RAISED
Previous Wonka Chocolate sale: £260
Fundraising Quiz Night : £734
Saturday 16th | 7:00pm - 11:00pm Band Night Adults Only School Main Hall TBC
May
Friday 22nd 3:15pm - 3.30pm Tuck Shop Whole school KS1 Patio TBC
May
Saturday 20th | 11:00am - 3:00pm Summer Fayre Whole School KS1 and KS2 TBC
June and Local playground
Community
Sunday 28th | 9:00am - 12:00pm Islington Schools Fun Run Whole School Highbury Fields, TBC
June and Friends of N5 1AR
School

We are always grateful for people willing to: run a stall, game, craft, bar or buffet at an event; cook or BBQ to serve
delicious dishes at an event; gather raffle prizes and sell raffle tickets; donate snacks and treats for a tuck shop or
run the tuck shop; prepare 2nd hand books or school uniform for a book or uniform sale; do facepainting; decorate
before or clean up after an event; create event posters or stick up posters; drum up support and ticket sales from
fellow parents and members of the local community; support with compliance, risk assessments and TENS licences,
write funding or grant applications; connect with local businesses that could support us, and the many, many more
jobs and roles it takes to make our events possible and enjoyable for the whole community!

If you are able to volunteer please:

(® look out for volunteer requests in your year group Whatsapp group and jump in whenever and wherever
you can!

(») speak to your class rep and ask to be put in touch with someone from Ashmount Together or to be added
to the Ashmount Together Whatsapp Group

(») email us on hello@ashmount-together.co.uk to ask any questions and/or let us know how you can help

Thank you!
Ashmount Together
Charity Number: 1014761

COMMUNITY, RESPONSIBILITY, GROWTH
Y WE ARE KIND, WE ARE RESPONSIBLE, WE ALWAYS TRY OUR BEST 7


mailto:hello@ashmount-together.co.uk

EASY WAYS TO HELP US RAISE VITAL FUNDS FOR ASHMOUNT SCHOOL!

R s ek
Easy Fundralsmg
We are registered with E,I_
easyfundraising, which means you ¥
can help raise funds for us, for
FREE!

shop with them - at no extra cost El"lr-ﬁ
to yourself!

All you need to do is sign up and remember to use
easyfundraising whenever you shop online
or shop directly through the app on your phone:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ashmou
nttogether

#% easyfundraising
You shop, retailers donate to

Ashmount School PTA - London

every time you shop online

8,000+
online
retailers

eb I'\_/'Tm M&S

Search for us on: easyfundraising.org.uk

GET ITON Download on the
> Google Play ‘ App Store

Stikins

STIK|NS® Name Labels

SIMPLY STICK IN & STAY IN

Save Tlmé & Money

Reduce Lost Property

Quote Our Fundraising Number To Raise Funds For School

WWW.STIKINS.CO.UK

Stikins are versatile, white, stick-on name labels
designed for clothing, school gear and personal items,
eliminating the need for ironing on or sewing in name
labels to your child’s school uniform. Stickers are made
of a dirt resistant, gloss material to ensure they are soft
and gentle against skin.

Featuring a strong, wash-resistant adhesive, they are
safe for washing machines, tumble dryers, dishwasher
and microwaves, making them ideal for labeling school

uniforms, shoes and lunchboxes.

For every purchase made through Stikins using our
unique school fundraising number, Ashmount
Together earns 30% commission, with no extra cost
to you!

Help us eliminate lost property whilst raising money for
the school!

https://www.stikins.co.uk/
Unique school fundraising number: 36702

e < < = —
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Just lemg

G

JustGiving:

JustGiving is an easy way to donate directly to
Ashmount Together either as a one off or as a
regular donation.

All you need to do is follow the link below and
click ‘Give Now’. Donations can be public or
anonymous:

https://www.justgiving.com/charity/ashmountschoo
Ipta

BE'EvaraEvarave
Match Funding

Match funding (or match giving) is a simple way to
give Ashmount Together’s fundraising efforts a big
boost!

It is a benefit offered by a company to an employee as
part of their corporate social responsibility initiative
(CSR). Usually the company will pledge to match a sum
of money raised at an event you have volunteered at, or
an amount of money you have donated to a cause.

Many large corporations such as these companies offer
this benefit, but smaller independent companies may
also support charitable giving in this way too.

Please speak to your employer’s HR or CSR
department to see what might be available to you

and then email hello@ashmount-together.co.uk to

let us know.
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No

but make sure you let their school or nursery

know about...
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Advice and guidance
To find out more, search for
health protection in schools
or scan the OR code or visit
hittps=iigreo.de/minfec
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" Take a Book

Leave a Book

Our free muni-library is full of
exiting books for all readers to
read, share, take and enpyl Thank SRS
you to everyone who has added to -
the Pop-up Book. Hut so far '

Here's how it works sivply toke o
bock., leave o book, or swop o,

fovo.rite to keep our shelves full ﬂ‘r'__
stories for everyone to enpy s a i
fun and easy way to discover new |
books and share ones you ve loved

M.'-:ttim-a!:p:u'rt.msdw:l. stop by
the Bock Hut and see what
Wugmmnfudl
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OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: Nursery
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OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: Reception
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OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: Year 1
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OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: YEAR 2
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OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: YEAR 3

PIC-COLLAGE
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 PIC-COLLAGE
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OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: YEAR 4
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OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: YEAR 5
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PIC-COLLAGE ¢

COMMUNITY, RESPONSIBILITY, GROWTH
Y WE ARE KIND, WE ARE RESPONSIBLE, WE ALWAYS TRY OUR BEST



OUR LEARNING IN PICTURES: YEAR 6

PIC-COLLAGE

Riddle answer: A towel!
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