ASHMOUNT PRIMARY SCHOOL WH

EKLY NEWSLETTER

Friday Sth December 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Firstly, may | thank all parents
and carers for your incredibly
generous contribution to support-
ing the people of Jamaica, with
your generous donations which
were dropped at Hylands House
School where they will be pack-
aged and sent to Jamaica to help
families and children in need. We
sent two full car loads of food and
supplies which were greatly re-
ceived.

Secondly a huge thank you to all
of the school staff and Ashmount
Together volunteers who support-
ed Friday’s Winter Fair. We
made over £1,000 which is abso-
lutely fantastic! This money will
go towards our fundraising for a
school mobile kitchen which will
enable a much stronger cooking
curriculum offer across the
school. It just shows that with
cross community support we can
both have a fabulous school com-
munity event but also raise signifi-
cant sums to support the school.

| will today send out our second
round of election materials for our

Parent School Governor Role.
The second round of nominations
will open today and close on mid-
day next Friday. Ballot papers will
then be sent home that afternoon
with the election process closing
the following Friday at midday.
That way we can appoint by the
end of term.

As we approach the end of term
can | remind families to collect
any lost spare uniform from the
space on the patio area outside
the main hall. There are an array
of items that have no name tags.
Please collect by the end of term
after which they will be recycled.

Thank you to all families who
have responded to the offer of
places at the Child and Parents
Christmas Meal. The office team
will get back to all families that
were successful in the balloted
ticket process early next week.

Our November winners of the
Ashmount Fantasy Football
league were:

1.N Lotun (Abdur Rahman 's Dad)
2. Abdur Rahman
3. Dan George

Finally, a reminder that when
term ends on Friday 19th Decem-
ber school will finish at 1:30 p.m.

Best wishes, Anthony

School Diary Dates

Full school term dates are on our web-
site.

Educational Visits and Workshops
Thurs 11th Dec - Fire Station (5B)

Fri12th Dec - In School Panto

Tues 16th and Wed 17th Dec 9.30am
Year 1 Nativity - Families of children in
Year 1 are welcome to come along and
watch. The Year 6 recorder group will be
accompanying the songs and parents of
children in the Year 6 recorder group are
also welcome to attend.

Tuesday Class Assembly dates

Tues 9th Dec

6 Green

Whole School/Ashmount Together
Events:

Monday 15th December 3.45pm-4.45pm
Christmas carols in the main hall — all
families welcome to come along to sing.
Singing will be led by the choir, with per-
formances from Billy’s band and the staff
choir.

Thur 18th Dec — School Christmas Din-
ner

Tuck shop dates
Fri 12th Dec - Year 3

Term Dates

Autumn 2 finishes

Fri 19th Dec 1:30 p.m.
Spring 1 starts:

Monday 5th January 2026!

Follow us @AshmountPrimary for all the latest news.
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Bright
Futures
ISLINGTON

Strengthening Families
Strengthening Communities

A& frea inclusive 13 week coursa to help parents and carers to * ScondR code below
raise healthy and happy childran. to link to booking
page

The course will help you to

*  Build positive family relationships

*  Manage anger and stress Location: Willow
*  Implement effective discipline strategies Children’'s Centre
*  Gain confidence and communication skills Date: Monday 12
*  Understand your child’s developmant

. . i January
*  Recognise and value your family and cultural traditions
*  Meet others and share ideas Time: 10.00am -
* To book a place or talk about the programme, please 1.00pm

contact Bright Futures@islingtongov.uk
o H 5 '.,. IIE




@ foungWriters'

_THE

WS

Creative Writing Competition
For7-12 Year-Olds =

Who will
your pupils
choose?

Open theme to tie Opportunity for your Win £1,000 for
into your topic! pupils to be published! your school!




The Adventures Of... gives you that spark - a simple way to get pupils writing sort,
engaging pieces they can feel proud of. Whether you tie it into your current class
topic or let pupils choose their own theme, the activity adapts easily to your needs.

It can be used for creative stories, recounts, diary entries or letters, giving pupils

plenty of scope to explore ideas while still feeling supported. With a clear
beginning-middle-end structure and a 100-word limit, every child has the chance to =
succeed, enjoy writing and share their work with confidence. b

ksl %mwmua

andomquesdng online at '
www.youngwriters.co.uk/comp/adventure

2. Ask pupils to write their mini saga for an adult
can scribe} ensuring their name and age are
inchuded on the worksheet.

3. Send your entries, along with your teacher
entry form {use one per teacher- found on the
reverse of the letter and online], tec

Freepost RSLY-AUJA-RAHY
Young Writers PS

Remus House
Peterborough

PE2 9BF

-

GO GREEN
Upload your entries at
www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/enter
OR email them to us at
competitions@youngwriters.co.uk
OR use the Online Writing Portal that your
puplls can type directly into. Log in or create
your teacher account at
www.youngwriters.co.uk/teachers
OR use the Word doc entry form available to

" download from our website - no pointing needed!

AMAZING FREE RESOURCES

Find examples, idea generation activities,
a lesson plan and more at
www.youngwriters.co.uk/comp/adventure

FRILZED FUK DUHOUULD
1st Place

£4MIN and Young Writers'
Award of Excellence

Plus a free copy of the book your pupils
feature in for every participating school.

[The miove endries you send, the mare frse Books you ¥
vy Sew our mabnile for further detaih )

VRILEDS FrUK VUFILD

The top 5 writers will each win
a fantastic goody bag, including
a fitness watch and trophy!

5 runners-up will each
win a £20 Smyths gift card,
Plus every entrant receives a

bookmark & sticker for taking part. Pupils
we'd love to publish also receive a certificate,

) IO entries necoredd in the Aty
g e

. WHY YOU'LL LOVE IT
- Flexible: Works with any topic - from history
“and science to PSHE or free writing.
¢ Engaging: Prompts hook pupils instantly and
spark creative thinking,
& Achievable: 100-word limit and clear structure
keep writing manageable for everyone.

“ Versatile: Use it for stories, recounts, diary
entries, letters or knowdedge reviews.

CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY 19™ DECEMBER 2025

@ YoungWritersuk QYoanan!ersCW @youngwme«scw @youngwutetscw Oyoungwmersc.\ uk

Tel: 07733 590066 Email:

Web: v
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First fundraiser of the school year!

If you or your kids love football and want to
join the ashmount fantasy league, set up your
team, donate the minimum £5 per team to the

Ashmount Together our school PTA, then
contact your year rep to get the code to join
the league.

It doesn't matter 1f you have never played 1t
before or you are a seasoned pro. You can also
join late and still be in with a chance of win-
ning something. There will be prizes for the
league and the cup. We will also recognise the
managers of the month, so get picking your
team!

https://fantasy.premierleague.com/

https://www.justgiving.com/charity/ashmountschoolpta



https://fantasy.premierleague.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/charity/ashmountschoolpta

TOGETHER

2025: Autumn Term 2 Events

Join us for a fun-filled half tarm of events and tuckshops! Every drink and
cake sold halps raise funds o support cur schoal community.

M Band Rehearsals 19:00-21:00

# Thursday 6th November
# Thursday 20th November
# Thursday 11th December

@ Friday Tuckshops 15:15-15:45

Friday Tth November — Yaar 1

Friday 14th November — Year &
Friday 215t November — Year 2
Friday 28th November — Year 4
Friday 12th December - Year 3

& Special Event 15:15-17:30
# Friday 5th December — Winter Fayre

‘T End of Term

# Friday 19th December — Last day of term, early finish at 13:15

Thank you for supporting Ashmount Together PTA! Together we maka a
differance.

Cortact us | voluntesr: hellofashmount-together co. uk
fishmount Together. Fegisiered chanby number 107451
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LK Health
Security

Agency

Should | keep my

child off

school?

Yes

Until...

Chibdioenpom

at least 5 days from the oreet of the rash and
writil all blsters have crusted over

CHarrhoea and Vomiting

A8 hours after their last episode

Cold and Flu-like iliness

they no longer hase a high temperature and
ferl well encugh to attend. Follow the naticnal

(inchuding COWVID-¥3) guidance if they've tested positive for COVID-19.
— e
Mheshes A days after the rash first appeared

Mumips 5 days after the swelling started

Scabies they've had their first treatment

Scarlet Fever 24 hours after they started taking antibiotics
Wheooping Cough 48 hours after they started taking antibiotics

No

but make sure you let their school or nursery

know about...

Hand, foot and mouth Glandular fever
Head lice Tonsdirt
Threacwams Shipped cheek

NHS

Advice and guidance
To find out more, search for
health protection in schools
or scan the QR code or visit
hittps=/qreo.de/minfec




Hidden Harms of Social Media.
Dear parents and carers,
This week | have made the focus of my Inclusion page to be on the Hidden Harms of Social Media.

There has been a stack of research showing the harm social media is doing to children’s mental health. But it is
not just a mental health issue it is a whole child problem.

Excessive screen time on smart devices is linked to a 30% higher risk of developing
short-sightedness.

Did you know that children who use screens for more than an hour are more likely to
develop problems like ‘text neck’ as well as wrist and back problems?

Increased screen time is linked to speech delay in children.

A & E departments are dealing with an increasing number of incidents they believe are
related to social media such as: self-harm, dangerous pranks and knife crimes.

There has been a big rise is skin conditions due to girls as young as 7 watching videos of 12-step beauty routines
using products that contain retinol which is very damaging for young skin.

Eating disorders have ‘gone through the roof’ with a significant increase in the number of boys diagnosed with
body dysmorphia (a mental condition which affects how they see their body).

Most children don’t start by trying to find this content, it ends up in their feed and within hours they are taken down
a rabbit hole. The same can be said for adults | am sure you will agree!

One piece of advice given to parents is that if you can only do one thing,
don’t let your child have any devices in the bedroom. Hyperstimulation in
the brain before bed, worrying about notifications, really interferes with
sleep. Lots of studies show higher social media usage is directly linked to
lower sleep duration. An obvious statement but If your child is tired
then they cannot possibly focus in class.

Finally, research shows that children who have excessive screen time
(over an hour) are more likely to have behavioural issues.

\9£
5"

-

Lining up winners this week : KS1: 1 Green and KS2: 4 Green




Weekly Attendance 01.12.25 — 05.12.25

Class Percentage

Nursery 92.8
Reception Blue 95.9
82.1

Reception Green

Our best attending classes this week were:

Reception Blue, 1 Blue, 3 Green and 5 Blue

Well done children and parents. These classes will have an
extra 5 minutes of play during the first week back and an ice
cream!

At Ashmount, we are aiming for at least 97% attendance in
each class. Attendance for all pupils is a huge focus with
the mantra being:

‘Every minute matters, Every second counts”

If you need support with attendance contact Na-
dia, our School Home Support lead, or Katie and
Millie at the school office.

O

| Times Tables Rock Stars

Times Tables Rock Stars

Congratulations to this week’s current
most improved speedy timestable an-
swering correct scores over the last
seven days.:

Year 3
Sydney
Ekram
Seena

Year 4
Mikiah
Abdulfattah
Lara

Year 5
Mumin

Yusuf
Abdullah

Year 6
Oliver
Kayden
Elham

CONGRATULATIONS!




What we are learning next week:

Nursery
English: We will be exploring the story ‘Dear Santa’ by Rod Campbell.

Maths: We will be exploring and comparing the sizes of different objects using mathemati-
cal language.

Reception:
English: We will be learning to imitate the story of ‘Here Comes Jack Frost’.

Maths: We will be learning about positional language.

Year 1
English: We will be publishing our stories

Maths: We will be counting to 20.

Year 2
English: We will be learning to orally retell our own stories.

Maths: We will be solving word problems relating to mass.

Year 3
English: We will be preparing and planning for our new ‘defeating a monster’ stories.

Maths: We will be dividing two digit numbers by one digit numbers.

Year 4
English: We will be planning our own adventure story.

Maths: We will be continuing to solve tricky word problems using all four operations..

Year 5:
English: We will be starting a new innovated story, based on a poem by Robert Frost

Maths: We will be looking at simplifying and comparing fractions

Year 6:
English: We will be beginning to write our independent journey stories.

Maths: We will be dividing decimals with renaming and dividing a decimal by a 2-digit num-
ber.
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Our learning in pictures: Winter Fay’re
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Our learning in pictures: Year 1
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Our learning in pictures: Year 2
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Our learning in pictures: Year 3
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Our learning in pictures: Year 4
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Our learning in pictures: Year 5
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Our learning in pictures: Year 6
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