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Friday 6th November 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would first like to thank you all for your commitment in entrusting your children into our care during the current Covid-19 pandemic. Attendance
has been exceptional so far this autumn and we are hugely grateful to you all for ensuring your children are with us each and every day. Obviously, we
have now entered a 4 week period of heightened restrictions of community activity. For our school community this means several things, firstly the Multi
Use Games Area within the park has been locked—the school, can still access this during the school day but the public as with all such facilities across
Islington cannot. Secondly, with our weekly review of our school Covid-19 risk assessment we will from Monday further improve our Year group Bubble
security which will mean each class at lunchtime will sit separately, to minimise groups of children we have to send home if there is a child case of
Covid-19. We must now insist that when you come onto site at either morning drop off or afternoon pick up only one adult enters the school site.
We continue to remind all families that children and adults must not come to school if you show any symptoms, and if you do you must self-isolate and
get a test. The person who has symptoms must isolate for 10 days and for all other family members 14 days unless a negative test is received. If a sibling
has been sent home to isolate due to their school bubble being closed, then any other siblings do not need to isolate unless someone in the household has or
develops symptoms. If you are unsure about whether or how to isolate please visit the NHS website:
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19 or https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
or call 111.
If you need support getting a test for you child, please contact us.
This week the NHS delivered season winter flu vaccines and if you missed this opportunity then please email:
haringey.islington@nhs.net or call 0208 017 7925 to arrange a nasal vaccination appointment.
We are also issuing guidance around TikTok and WhatsApp as recently, there have been a number of incidents related to the misuse of WhatsApp and
TikTok by children in Years 5 and 6. We would like to remind you that the minimum age for these apps is 16+ and 12+ respectively. We strongly advise that primary school aged children should not have accounts on these apps or be using them on their own. However, keeping children safe remains
our number one priority at Ashmount. As a result, if you decide to continue to allow your child/children to have access to WhatsApp and TikTok please
read the guides later in the newsletter. We also advise that you monitor your child's mobile phone and online activities (on social media and games consoles) on a very regular basis.
You may find the following websites helpful in navigating the complexities of children using digital devices - Childnet – online resources for parents and
carers:
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Parents-and-carers-resource-sheet-1019.pdf
NSPCC – online safety:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
A polite reminder, there are a few families who due to personal medical conditions, or having children with special needs who are allowed to drive onto
the Crouch Hill Park site—all other vehicles are prohibited. Please stick to these rules to keep us all safe.
You may have noticed we have removed the retaining log walls at the front of the school and replaced them with a concrete retaining wall, which will
be log clad. We have done this as the original logs had become diseased, We are also planning with Ashmount Together support to begin work on creating a pond at the front of the school to further improve our environmental offer.

A huge thank you to all who attended our Parent Conferences, we will be in touch with those who could not make their appointment or had technical
difficulties joining us. We will look to improve this offer next term when it is highly likely that these meetings will this be socially distanced.
Lastly, I will attach with the newsletter this half term’s Home Learning documents for you to help us with your child’s learning
Best wishes and stay safe, Anthony Carmel (Headteacher)
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Apply now for a place in Reception for September 2021
Now is the time to apply for your
Reception place for next year!

Find out more...
Come on a socially distanced tour or arrange a virtual meeting with our Headteacher, Tony, by
emailing the school office: office@ashmount.islington.sch.uk
Watch our virtual tour online: https://ashmountprimaryschool.co.uk/parents/admissions/school-tours/
If you need any support with the application or have any questions, you can contact our Early
Years Lead, Louise, or our Deputy Headteacher Ellie, by calling us or emailing office@ashmount.islington.sch.uk

Important Information
Even if your are already part of the brilliant Ashmount community in our Nursery, you do have
to apply for a Reception place. You must apply by 15th January 2021. For more details, visit the
Islington website: https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/schools/apply-for-a-schoolplace/apply-for-a-primary-school-place. To apply online, visit: https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
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A Gentle Reminder
Whenever you are on the school site,
morning or afternoon, please wear a
face covering. If someone else is collecting your child, do make sure
they know that a face covering is
required.

Nursery:
We will be learning all about Diwali. We will be making our own
Diva lamps and designing Rangoli patterns.
Reception
English: We will be innovating the story ‘Toto’ by changing the characters, setting, problem and solution.

Maths: We will continue to recognise, name and describe 2D shapes
in our environment using mathematical language.
Year 1
English: We will be writing our own versions of the story ‘Dogger’ by
changing the character and the setting.
Maths: We will be consolidating our understanding of addition and
subtraction.
Year 2
English: We will continue re-telling ‘The Tiger Skin Rug’ with a
focus on including different sentence types, conjunctions and expanded noun phrases.
Maths: We will be learning our 5 and 10 times tables.
Year 3
English: We will be planning and writing an alternative ending to
‘The Green Ship’.
Maths: We will be learning how to multiply by 3, 4 and 8. Year 4

Please keep your distance from others. At this time, you may have to
wait a little longer than normal to
pick up your child as we keep safety
measures in place. It is a great help
if you can be patient and understanding.
Only one adult should come onto the
site to drop off or pick up.

English: We will be writing from a character’s perspective based on
our set text, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’.
Maths: We will be learning to measure the perimeter of shapes.
Year 5
English: We will be continuing to explore ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ to write
our own balanced arguments.
Maths: We will be exploring square and cube numbers and multiplying numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000.
Year 6
English: We will be continuing to learn about the text ‘Floodland’ and
will be writing a letter from a character’s perspective.
Maths: This week we will be exploring fractions including mixed numbers and improper fractions.
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Free School Meals Check: Who can get free school meals?
Children are entitled to receive free school meals if they or their parents or
guardians receive any of the following:
Universal Credit providing you have net earnings of less than £7,400 a
year (£616.67 a month)
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Guarantee Credit element of State Pension Credit
Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit)
Child Tax Credit (providing you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190 as assessed by HMRC

It is a simple process to check by going online at the following address. If you
qualify you will be informed straight away and the school will be informed
within 5 days It does not matter which local authority you live in you still
apply via the Islington portal at the website below: This will at a school break
mean you can receive £15 per child support through a supermarket voucher
which will be issued via Edenred.

https://www.islington.gov.uk//children-and-families/benefits-andfinancial-support/free-school-meals-and-uniform-grant
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Times Tables Rock Stars
Congratulations to this week’s current league
table leaders in each year group! In line with
our Growth Mindset philosophy, this charts
the biggest improvement in correct scores over
the last seven days.
The leaders are…
Year 4 = Dylan, Louis M, Ben A
Year 5 = Starlah, Ruby, Katy
Year 6 = Daniel, Damien, Youcef

School Diary Dates
Monday 16th November - Friday 20th November: Arts Week
Second Half term

We re-open on Monday 2nd November at
8.45 .a.m.

Class Assemblies
(These assemblies will be remote or pre-recorded.)
Tuesday 10th November: 6 Blue
Tuesday 17th November: cancelled
Tuesday 24th November: UPDATED: 5 Blue
Tuesday 1st December: 2 Green
Dates for the Year 1 Nativity, a virtual Carol
Concert and the Year 4 show will be confirmed soon.

Remote Learning Reminder
This is just a reminder that if your child is isolating (or not at school for another reason) you
can access the learning for the days they are
away in our Google Classroom. If you need a
reminder of your child’s log in, please contact
the school office.
You can also access two weeks worth of learning
from Islington online here:

https://www.islingtoncs.org/node/16484
If you need printed resources, pencils, pens, paper
or exercise books, just let us know.

Ashmount Together Events
Weekly Friday Food Bank collection (see details in this newsletter and in posters around
school).
Ashmount’s Parents Quiz (virtual): Friday
November 20th from 8pm.
End of term

Wednesday 16th Decmeber school
finishes at 2 p.m. !!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Raising achievement by involving parents and carers in the
work of our school
The leadership team at Ashmount are using the Leading Parent Partnership
Award (LPPA) to help strengthen our school’s partnership with parents.
LPPA is a national award that will provide us with a valuable school improvement tool and also give us recognition for our commitment to working
with parents.
Involving yourself in your child’s education is an exciting challenge, with excellent benefits for your child, for you, for the school and for the local
community. Research has identified that, at age 7, a parent’s influence on a
child’s learning is six times that of their school and even at 11 years old, it is
29% greater. Increased involvement can raise achievement by at least 18%. No
involvement could result in low or no qualifications at 16.

The LPPA will help us achieve these long-term benefits:
• contribute to improved pupil attendance, punctuality, behaviour and
progress
• increase parent participation and involvement
• enhance parents’ support in their children’s learning
• improve communication between home and school
Please look out for further communication from our Working Group.
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Weekly Attendance
Class

02.11.20 – 06.11.20
Percentage

Nursery a.m.

94.4

Nursery p.m.

99.1

Reception Blue

98.3

Reception Green

95.6

1 Blue

98.9

1 Green

100

2 Blue

99.7

2 Green

90.7

3 Blue

97.6

3 Green

98.2

4 Blue

91.9

4 Green

95.7

5 Blue

98.6

5 Green

94.7

6 Blue

95.9

6 Green

91.1

Our best attending classes for this week were:
Nuresery p.m., 1 Green, 3 Green and 5 Blue
Well done children and adults. Each winning class gets an extra 5 minutes play on Monday. At Ashmount,
we are aiming for at least 97% attendance in each class. Attendance for all pupil groups will be a huge focus this Autumn with the mantra being,
“Every minute matters , Every second counts!”
If you need support with attendance do contact Lisa, our School Home Support worker, through the office.
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Help support our local food bank by donating if you can
Without the boxes, packets, and tins of food items regularly donated across the UK, food banks simply
wouldn’t be able to run. And as food banks face an ever-increasing demand for their services, particularly
in light of the Covid-19 pandemic, you can help! At Ashmount, we are hosting Food Bank Friday collections
for the Muswell Hill Food Bank, supporting people in our local community.
Please donate these items if you can:
Food items
 Cereal

Non food items

 Pasta

Toiletries – deodorant, toilet paper,
shower gel, shaving gel, shampoo, soap,
toothbrushes, tooth paste, hand wipes

 Rice





 Soup

 Tinned tomatoes/ pasta sauce

Household items – laundry liquid detergent, laundry powder, washing up liquid

 Lentils, beans and pulses



 Tinned meat

Feminine products – sanitary towels
and tampons

 Tinned vegetables



 Tea/coffee

Baby supplies – nappies, baby wipes and
baby food

 Tinned fruit
 Biscuits
 UHT milk

 Fruit juice

How to donate
You can drop your donations on any day Monday Friday. Leave them in the donation box outside the
school building near the front office or children
can bring them into school.
Each Friday, a member of the school community
will take the donations to the food bank.
If you can help, please contact your class rep or
email Ashmount Together
ashmountschoolpta@gmail.com
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TikTok Guide
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WhatsApp Guide
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